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III.i.: 5HPHPEHULQJWKHµUQZDQWHG¶ Victims: Initiatives to Memorialise the National Socialist 
Euthanasia Programme in Germany 
 
 
Caroline Pearce, University of Sheffield 
 
 
Between 1939 and 1945, some 200,000 patients with psychiatric illnesses or mental or 
physical disabilities were murdered in Germany and Austria as part of the National Socialist 
euthanasia programme; at least 100,000 others were killed elsewhere in occupied Europe. A 
further 400,000 people were forcibly sterilised between 1934 and 1945 in accordance with 
the µ/DZIRUWKH3UHYHQWLRQRI*HQHWLFDOO\'LVHDVHG2IIVSULQJ¶Although never 
formally enshrined in law, +LWOHU¶VVR-FDOOHGµPHUF\NLOOLQJGHFUHH¶RIDXWXPQ
authorised doctors to terminate lives that they deemed to be µXQZRUWK\RIOLIH¶Between 
January 1940 and August 1941, the killings were planned and coordinated by a staff of over 
60 in a villa at Tiergartenstrasse 4 in Berlin, which provided the codename T4 for the 
operation. A committee of medical experts selected the victims on the basis of the results of 
mandatory questionnaires filled out by the staff of clinics and psychiatric institutions.  One of 
WKHFULWHULDUHODWHGWRWKHSDWLHQWV¶DELOLW\WRZRUNZKLFKFRQILUPVWKDWWKHHXWKDQDVLDNLOOLQJV
were motivated by economic factors as well as the desire to HOLPLQDWHµJHQHWLFDOO\GHIHFWLYH¶
individuals from Aryan society. The National Socialists sought to ease the financial burden 
posed by µXVHOHVVHDWHUV¶LQRUGHUWRfree up beds to treat military casualties or to make space 
to house ethnic German settlers in Poland and they calculated the savings that euthanasia 
would bring.1 The chilling disregard for the patients concerned was underlined by comments 
RQWKHTXHVWLRQQDLUHVVXFKDVµSUDFWLFDOO\XVHOHVV$ZUHFNQRJRRGIRUDQ\WKLQJ¶2 
Between January 1940 and August 1941, over 70,000 patients were gassed in six 
purpose-built killing centres in Germany and Austria as part of Operation T4, many fully 
aware of what was happening to them. The euthanasia programme was officially halted in 
1941 following protests led by the Church; however it continued on a decentralised basis 
until the end of the war, patients dying of starvation, neglect or lethal overdose. A broad 
spectrum of society was implicated in the euthanasia killings, from the doctors who selected 
the victims to the drivers who transported them to the killing centres to the local authority 
officials who coordinated the delivery of urns allegedly containing the ashes of the deceased.  
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Medical staff freely volunteered to take part in the programme and many went on to work in 
the extermination camps outside Germany. Some benefitted from financial incentives: 
midwives, for example, were paid two Reichsmark (the equivalent of 25 euros) for every 
newborn or infant with certain medical conditions that they reported to the authorities.3  
The euthanasia killings were an open secret in Nazi Germany and attracted little 
opposition. They were organised in such a way that the public could turn a blind eye and the 
perpetrators would not be brought to account. Through neither wanting nor having to know 
about the details of the crimes, relatives of the victims both facilitated and became complicit 
in the murders. They rarely queried the transfer of family members to facilities from which 
they never returned or intervened to save them and few challenged the falsified cause, date 
and place of WKHDOOHJHGO\µVXGGHQDQGXQH[SHFWHG¶ deaths. Indeed, some seemed most 
concerned about the failure of the authorities to return valuables belonging to the deceased.4  
After the war, criminal proceedings were launched against 23 doctors and 
administrators involved in the euthanasia murders during the Nuremberg Doctors Trial in 
1946-47. 16 of the accused were found guilty, of whom seven were sentenced to death by 
hanging.5 However, charges related to involvement in the euthanasia programme represented 
just 1.9 per cent of the cases brought against Nazi criminals after 1945.6 In order to avoid 
staff shortages in the medical profession, many former Nazi doctors were let off 
denazification proceedings with a fine.7 The majority of those involved in euthanasia escaped 
punishment and many went on to have successful careers in the medical profession.8 To cite 
just a few examples, Horst Friedel was charged with crimes against humanity in 1947 but 
continued to practice as a doctor when the charges were dropped in 1958; Heinrich Heene, 
who had selected victims for gassing during the T4 programme, was merely fined; whilst 
Oskar Orth, who had implemented euthanasia measures as head of Homburg district hospital, 
was made an honorary citizen of the town in 1947.9  Sabine Hillebrecht argues that the 
continued presence of former Nazi doctors in the medical profession after 1945 and the use of 
clinics and institutions that had been operational during the euthanasia programme meant that 
the perpetrators felt no sense of wrongdoing and there was no recognition of the victims. She 
gives the example of Gerhard Kujath, who had been responsible for the deaths of 81 children 
from the µVSHFLDOFKLOGUHQ¶VZDUG¶ in Wiesengrund (Berlin) but was appointed as its director 
in 1952.10 Some members of the medical profession continued to publicly advocate the 
termination of life, for example Werner Catel, one of the experts involved in child euthanasia 
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under National Socialism, who became Professor of Paediatrics at Kiel University after the 
war. In a 1964 interview he said that he supported WKHNLOOLQJRIµFKLOGUHQZLWKQRPHQWDO
UHVSRQVHV¶11 Doctors even continued to investigate body parts removed from euthanasia 
victims. For example, a collection of 150,000 brain segments was preserved and stored in the 
cellar of Frankfurt university clinic and used for research projects and publications.12 It was 
not until 2008 that the German Society for Human Genetics acknowledged the involvement 
RI*HUPDQGRFWRUVDQGDFDGHPLFVLQWKHµ/DZIRUWKH Prevention of Genetically 
'LVHDVHG2IIVSULQJ¶, and only in late 2010 did the German Society for Psychiatry, 
Psychotherapy and Neurology apologise to the relatives and victims of forced sterilisation 
and euthanasia and establish a committee to work through its role in the euthanasia killings.13 
The Max Planck Institute established a committee in 1999 to investigate the role of its 
scientists under National Socialism, having previously blocked applications from the 
historian Götz Aly to view the collection of brain samples, many from euthanasia victims, 
which had been commissioned by the scientist Julius Hallervorden between 1939 and 1945 
and were stored in the Max Planck Institute for Neurological Research in Frankfurt. Research 
into these samples was only terminated in 1990 DIWHUWKHGLVVHPLQDWLRQRI$O\¶VUHVHDUFK
findings led to protests from the US, Israel and the then German Chancellor, Helmut Kohl.14 
 
µ)RUJRWWHQ¶9LFWLPV 
Those who died as a result of National Socialist euthanasia were the first victims of the 
Holocaust. The murders did not take place in the distant death camps in Eastern Europe but 
on German or Austrian soil and many families were affected: according to Aly, one in eight 
Germans over the age of 25 today are related to a euthanasia victim.15 What is striking is that 
this victim group remains largely absent from German public discourse and from the dense 
commemorative landscape to the victims of Nazism that has developed over the past few 
decades. Whilst a body of academic research does exist on euthanasia, this tends to focus on 
the perpetrators rather than the victims. There is scant public awareness of the crimes and the 
topic remains marginal in school curricula.  
Moreover, the euthanasia victims do not have an equal legal status to those persecuted 
on the grounds of race, religion or politics. The Federal Compensation Law, dating from 
1961, FRQVLGHUVHXWKDQDVLDDQµDW\SLFDO¶FULPHXQGHU1DWLRQDO6RFLDOLVPDQGWKRVHPXUGHUHG
under the euthanasia programme are thus not classed as Holocaust victims. Controversially, 
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some of the medical experts consulted when this law was drafted had been involved in the 
euthanasia programme or advocated forced sterilisation.16 One-off compensation payments to 
the children of euthanasia victims were only introduced in 1988 and were limited to those 
under the age of DWWKHWLPHRIWKHLUSDUHQWV¶GHDWK$QHZODZIURPJUDQWLQJVPDOO
compensation payments of 291 euros per month applies only to living survivors of the 
euthanasia programme, a number estimated at between five and ten.17  
The circumstances and emotions surrounding National Socialist euthanasia present 
unique challenges to remembrance and go some way to explaining why these victims have 
been excluded from public commemoration. Firstly, the anonymous way in which the 
murders took place, with victims transferred out of clinics, killed elsewhere and then 
cremated meant that they were robbed of their identity and easily forgotten by society. Often 
the only trace of their existence remains in medical records, many of which have disappeared 
or been destroyed. Secondly, the victims have largely been erased from familial memory. 
Referring to remembrance of the National Socialist past, Moller and Behrens draw the useful 
GLVWLQFWLRQEHWZHHQWKHµOH[LFRQ¶RIRIILFLDOPHPRU\DQGWKHµDOEXP¶RIIDPLOLDOPHPRU\WKH
contents of which often diverge considerably.18 In the case of the euthanasia victims, the 
family album of memories is in most cases literally blank, with photographs of the victims 
kept hidden and their story absent from communicative memory. Relatives of euthanasia 
victims have frequently only stumbled across the truth by chance or through their own 
research and persistence. Sigrid Falkenstein, one of the most prominent campaigners for the 
commemoration of euthanasia victims in Germany, discovered the history of her aunt, Anna 
Lehnkering, who was gassed during Operation T4, when she typed her name into the Google 
search engine and came across an English language website with a list of people murdered by 
German doctors. In a letter to her late aunt, she writes of her shock at realising that all traces 
of $QQD¶V past had been erased by her family. All that her uncles could recall was that Anna 
had died in an µLQVWLWXWLRQ¶DWWKHVWDUWRIWKHZDU1RRQHLQWKHIDPLO\FRXOGUHPHPEHU
visiting Anna and no one knew where she had lived or died between 1936 and her death in 
RUZKHUHVKHKDGEHHQEXULHG+HUIDWKHUVDLGWKDWWKHIDPLO\KDGEODPHG$QQD¶V
learninJGLVDELOLW\RQKHUEHLQJGURSSHGE\DQHLJKERXU¶VFKLOGDVDQLQIDQWSUHVXPDEO\WR
avoid any associations with hereditary illness.19  
The euthanasia victims were excluded from the narrative of German suffering 
prominent in the early post-war period that focused for example on prisoners of war, 
expellees or the civilian casualties of bombing raids, as well as from the Holocaust-centred 
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discourse that started to emerge in the late 1960s. The silencing of their experiences is indeed 
akin to the way that the truth about Nazi perpetrators was glossed over within families after 
the war. The taboo placed on remembering euthanasia victims can be explained by a number 
of psychological factors. The direct relatives of the victims would not only have been 
traumatised by the death of their loved ones, but also faced the stigma, prejudice and 
propaganda associated with mental and physical illness at the time and the fear that they or 
their offspring would be tainted by the alleged genetic deficiencies running in the family. In 
addition, they may have experienced feelings of shame or guilt for not having acted to save 
their relatives, or for negative thoughts towards these relatives while they were alive and a 
feeling of relief after their death. In a survey conducted in 1920 by Ewald Meltzer, head of an 
institute for disabled children in Saxony, which was used by the Nazis to legitimise their 
euthanasia plans, parents were asked whether they would support the painless termination of 
theLUFKLOG¶VOLIHLIKHRr she were deemed incurable. 73 per cent said yes; many stating that 
WKH\ZDQWHGDµUHOHDVH¶20 A sense of guilt may also have arisen from having supported the 
ideology or propaganda RIWKHUHJLPHWKDWPXUGHUHGRQH¶VUHODWLYHVRULQGeed from having 
profited from National Socialism, for example employing forced labourers whilst also 
allowing family members to perish under the euthanasia programme. 
Members of subsequent generations who have belatedly uncovered the truth about 
their murdered relatives have themselves been left traumatised, both as relatives of the 
YLFWLPVDQGWKURXJKWKHLUDVVRFLDWLRQZLWKWKHµSHUSHWUDWRUJHQHUDWLRQ¶RI1DWLRQDO6RFLDOLVP
The psychiatrist Melitta Breznick, the granddaughter of a euthanasia victim, has spoken of 
her anger, sadness and shock at finding out the truth, but also a sense of guilt that her 
grandmother was not rescued, and of shame for having genetic links to her schizophrenia.21  
There is an interesting parallel here to *HUPDQ\¶V µ1968 generation¶ZKLFKERWKFRQIURQWHG
and repressed the reality about National Socialist atrocities that had been kept from them by 
their SDUHQWV¶JHQHUDWLRQ but was uncovered as increased information became available to the 
public. Martin Wangh¶VWKHRU\ describes the psychological impact of the failure of families to 
discuss their actions in the Third Reich: µVKDPHJXLOWDQGPRXUQLQJWKDWcannot be 
H[SHULHQFHGFRQVFLRXVO\E\SDUHQWVLVDOZD\VSDVVHGRQWRWKHJHQHUDWLRQVRIWKHLUFKLOGUHQ¶22 
The apparently callous lack of familial intervention for the euthanasia victims should 
be seen within the context of the time: families were financially and emotionally 
overburdened with the war and frequently unable to provide care for their relatives; many 
would also have believed the propaganda insisting that certain individuals posed an 
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unnecessary burden to society. Families continue to encounter the challenge of looking after 
disabled relatives, something which carers are often reluctant to talk about, and mental illness 
is rarely addressed openly. This makes commemoration of the euthanasia victims so relevant 
but also explains the apparent reluctance to remember them. Aly, himself the father of a 
disabled daughter, aptly titled his 2013 book on National Socialist euthanasia Die Belasteten, 
which translates as µthe burdened¶ or µthe tainted¶. The title is deliberately ambiguous to refer 
to the burden experienced by the disabled but also by their families, to the perpetrators tainted 
by the crimes and to societal attitudes both at the time and after 1945. 
Dietrich Allers, former manager of the T4 headquarters and a successful lawyer after 
the war, stated that he and his colleagues had had no sense that they were doing anything 
wrong at the time, an attitude indicative of ingrained prejudices towards mental or physical 
disability.23 As Ute Hoffmann writes, the sick and disabled did not experience the end of the 
war as a caesura comparable to the liberation of prisoners from the concentration camps; they 
were neither released from their condition nor spared future prejudice.24 The victims of 
euthanasia can thus be said to be doubly stigmatised: excluded during the Third Reich and 
marginalised in the post-war period. The lack of commemoration is indicative of frequently 
negative attitudes towards psychiatric illness and disability, which block an open and 
constructive confrontation with this aspect of the National Socialist past. Moreover, there is 
an awkwardness surrounding the cultural representation of disability. Ato Quayson refers to 
DQµDHVWKHWLFQHUYRXVQHVV¶ZKLFKVNLUWVDURXQGLVVXHVFRQILUPVRUHYHQGHHSHQVSUHMXGLFHV
and presents disabled people as stereotypes defined by their condition.25 The coded or 
XQIDPLOLDUODQJXDJHXVHGLQUHODWLRQWRWKLVYLFWLPJURXSIURPWKHWHUPµHXWKDQDVLD¶WRWKH
UHIHUHQFHWRµ7¶KDVDGLVWDQFLQJHIIHFWIn Germany, the tendency is further exemplified by 
the practice of not giving the names of euthanasia victims in full according to German data 
protection laws so they are listed, for example, as µ&ODXV3¶RUµ0DULD)¶This robs victims 
of an identity, upholds the sense of stigma and precludes the individualised or empathetic 
commemoration afforded to the victims of racial or political persecution. The justification 
routinely given by archives is that they wish to avoid adverse consequences for relatives, 
although interestingly the majority of respondents to an open letter from Götz Aly published 
in the Berliner Zeitung and Frankfurter Rundschau newspapers in 2012 stated that they 
thought names should be given in full.26 7KHSHUFHLYHGQHHGWRµSURWHFW¶IDPLOLHV underlines 
the ongoing stigma attached to disability and poses a barrier to the pedagogical aim of 
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µOHDUQLQJIURPWKHSDVW¶,WDOVRVWDQGVDWRGGVZLWKWKHSROLF\RILQFOXVLRQ, which is actively 
promoted by the German government.27  
Sabine Hillebrecht encountered such obstacles after founding DµKLVWRU\ODERUDWRU\¶
project with young people in Berlin-Reinickendorf to research the biographies of children 
murdered in the Wiesengrund psychiatric hospital under the National Socialist euthanasia 
programme. 7KHDLPZDVWRSURGXFHDµZDOORIPHPRU\¶IHDWXULQJELRJUDSKLFDOLQIRUPDWLRQ
JDWKHUHGIURP%HUOLQ¶VUHJLRQDODUFKLYHEXWWKHDUFKLYHODWHUZLWKGUHZLWVpermission for the 
use of this information and additionally insisted that surnames be blanked out on any 
materials produced to avoid stigmatising family members and to protect those with the same 
surname from being wrongly associated with those killed.28 Similarly, an initiative to list the 
names of the victims of forced sterilisation in Neustadt (Schleswig-Holstein) on a plaque has 
been blocked by both the regional archive and the local authorities, which have stated that 
families may feel ashamed about the revelations regarding their family history or tainted by 
the associations with mental illness.29  Hillebrecht makes the accurate though sobering 
observation that the desire to avoid being stigmatised has to be taken seriously in WRGD\¶V 
performance-driven society, especially as it is now easier than ever to access information 
about SHRSOH¶V private lives.30   
 
Commemoration of Euthanasia Victims in Germany 
Despite the low levels of public awareness and commemoration, a number of plaques to the 
euthanasia victims were commissioned in the decades following the war ± the earliest at the 
former killing centre in Hadamar (Austria) in 1953. Increased research into the topic since 
unification has provided the impetus for additional efforts to commemorate euthanasia 
victims in recent years. There are now memorial sites at the six former killing centres in 
Germany and Austria. There are also exhibitions, memorials and plaques at a number of 
clinics formerly involved in the euthanasia programme, many of which still operate as 
medical institutions.  The Karl-Bonhoeffer psychiatric clinic in Berlin, for example, opened 
*HUPDQ\¶VILUVWSHUPDQHQWH[KLELWLRQRQHXWKDQDVLDDQGIRUFHGVWHULOLVDWLRQXQGHU1DWLRQDO
Socialism in 1988.31 The hospital at Berlin-Buch, formerly the main transit point for 
euthanasia victims from Berlin, inaugurated a sculpture in its grounds in 2013 with historical 
information in German and English. The positioning of memorials at sites that still care for 
psychiatric patients is a brave acknowledgement of past crimes but not without practical 
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challenges: David Mitchell reports that patients under treatment for drug addiction sometimes 
wander into the exhibition at the clinic in Bernburg when their appointments are delayed or 
postponed.32 The memorialisation of euthanasia victims presents additional specific 
challenges. Archived biographical information requires careful interpretation but is, as 
Hillebrecht rightly points out, a valuable resource in shedding light on National Socialist 
propaganda or pseudo-scientific theory (the medical or genetic classification of the victims 
and explanations of their condition) and the concealment of the crimes (faked death 
certificates), but also in indicating the personality traits of the individuals concerned (reports 
on their behaviour) and of course in providing a visual record. However, the common 
SUDFWLFHRIDQRQ\PLVLQJYLFWLPV¶QDPHVor withholding permission to publish information 
makes it more difficult to use biographies within exhibitions. Added to this is the sheer 
inaccessibility of records in many cases: researchers setting up the euthanasia memorial site 
at Brandenburg/Havel, which opened in 2012, were unable to identify ten per cent of the 
victims of this former killing centre.33  
Hillebrecht states that only two per cent of the Stolpersteine memorials in Germany 
(see also Chapter II.vi) are dedicated to euthanasia victims, which exemplifies the absence of 
these victims from popular commemoration, whether due to disinterest, reluctance or a lack 
of awareness. The historical significance of some sites connected with National Socialist 
euthanasia remains unacknowledged. At Waldniel/Hostert near Mönchengladbach, the 
disused former grounds of a µVSHFLDOFKLOGUHQ¶VZDUG¶ where 100 patients died under the 
euthanasia programme have been used for paintballing and as a film location for the police 
series Alarm für Cobra 11 as well as to display campaign posters for the far right; a small-
scale FLWL]HQV¶LQLWLDWLYHWRFRPPHPRUDWHWKHYLFWLPVKDVso far been unsuccessful.34  
There are further practical obstacles to the commemoration of euthanasia victims in 
Germany. Many of the sites formerly involved in the programme are in fairly remote 
locations, which makes it harder to attract visitors. The memorial site at the former National 
6RFLDOLVWGRFWRUV¶WUDLQLQJVFKRROLQWKHYLOODJHRI$OW-Rehse (Mecklenburg-Vorpommern), 
for example, is only accessible by car or via an infrequent bus route. The development of this 
memorial site has been accompanied by disputes over alternative plans for the beautiful 25 
hectare parkland site, for example to build housing or a holiday park.35 This raises another 
challenge to memorialisation. Many former euthanasia sites are in locations which rely on 
tourism and are understandably reluctant to directly address a negative history. The 
memorialisation concept implemented in Pirna (Saxony) is particularly striking for this 
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reason.36 Pirna is a picturesque town on the banks of the River Elbe, renowned for its 
Baroque and Renaissance architecture and for its links with the artist Canaletto, who 
produced a famed series of paintings of the town in the 18th century. Its hilltop fortress, 
Sonnenstein, housed a psychiatric clinic which served as one of the six National Socialist 
euthanasia killing centres: 13,720 people were murdered here between June 1940 and August 
1941, along with prisoners from Buchenwald, Sachsenhausen and Auschwitz no longer 
strong enough to work as forced labourers. The significance of the site was ignored during 
the GDR period, though a small plaque was put up in 1973 with a vague reference to the 
victims. Following unification, public discussions took place with a view to establishing a 
memorial site, which opened in 2000. However, the town has gone further than this. In 2005, 
the Saxony Memorials Site Foundation implemented a memorial concept that makes the dark 
legacy of the euthanasia murders an integral feature of the town¶VLGHQWLW\. The Berlin artist 
Heike Ponwitz designed the memorial µ3DVWLV3UHVHQW¶, which consists of a series of 16 small 
glass panels, each IHDWXULQJDUHSURGXFWLRQRIRQHRI&DQDOHWWR¶VSDLQWLQJVRIWKHWown 
showing the fortress. Superimposed over the image are words associated with National 
6RFLDOLVWHXWKDQDVLDVXFKDVµ*QDGHQWRG¶PHUF\NLOOLQJµ6DPPHOWUDQVSRUW¶ (deportation) or 
µ5DVVHQK\JLHQH¶UDFLDOK\JLHQH. The panels lead from the station through the old town to 
the fortress and memorial site. The final panels are mounted on a path next to a wall with a 
door in it, through which the ashes of cremated euthanasia victims used to be tipped into the 
river. Visitors can now enter the memorial site through a space in this wall. The µ3DVWLV
3UHVHQW¶PHPRULDO features in one of the walking tours advertised by the tourist office and is 
accompanied by a website in several languages.37  
This bold and innovative attempt to address the legacy of the euthanasia crimes in 
Pirna is one example of a number of interesting approaches to the memorialisation of 
National Socialist euthanasia in recent years, which indicate future commemorative trends. 
These initiatives are deliberately inclusive, featuring facilities such as subtitles and 
information in easy read format. The following sections will address three contrasting 
examples: the national memorial to the euthanasia victims in Berlin, the website gedenkort-
T4.eu and the youth comSHWLWLRQµDQGHUVDUWLJJHGHQNHQ¶ 
 
The National Memorial and Information Point for the Victims of National Socialist 
³(XWKDQDVLD´Killings 
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In November 2011, the German government voted to establish a memorial and information 
point to the victims of the National Socialist euthanasia murders at the site of the former T4 
headquarters in Berlin.38 This memorial adds to those dedicated to the Jewish, homosexual 
and Sinti and Roma victims of National Socialism in the capital (inaugurated in 2005, 2008 
and 2012 respectively). Built on land formerly occupied by the T4 villa, this is the only one 
of these national memorials located directly at the historical site where crimes were 
coordinated. The memorial is in the so-called Culture Forum in the west of the city, 
established in the 1960s as a counter to the Museum Island in East Berlin and housing 
institutions such as the Berlin Philharmonic concert hall, the New National Gallery and the 
Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation. The foyer of the Philharmonic overlaps with the 
foundations of the T4 villa, which had been badly damaged by air raids in 1944 and was 
pulled down in the 1950s. However, symptomatic of the tendency to erase or cover over 
architectural traces of National Socialism in the early post-war decades, the Culture Forum 
made no reference to the historical site. As with other significant memorials in the capital, the 
impetus for the memorial to the victims of National Socialist euthanasia has primarily come 
from small-VFDOHFLWL]HQV¶LQLWLDWLYHVRYHUWKHSDVWWKUHHGHFDGHV,QRQHVXFKinitiative 
SDUNHGWKHµMobile Museum¶, a double-decker bus containing an exhibition on euthanasia, on 
the site. The following year, the Berlin senate acquired the steel VFXOSWXUHµ%HUOLQ-XQFWLRQ¶
by the American artist Richard Serra and placed it in front of the Berlin Philharmonic as a 
memorial to the euthanasia victims. However, the unlabelled piece, originally designed for a 
Berlin art exhibition, is generally seen as an abstract sculpture belonging to the concert hall 
and does little to focus attention on the victims of euthanasia. Following criticism of this 
token gesture towards remembrance, in 1989 a bronze plaque dedicated to the victims of 
euthanasia was set into the groundZLWKWKHLQVFULSWLRQµThere were many victims but few of 
the perpetrators were brought to justice¶. However, the plaque is easy to miss, not only as it is 
on ground level but also as it is located in a busy parking bay for buses and taxis. A number 
of more recent initiatives have tried to emphasise the forgotten significance of the site. In 
2007, an information panel was put up inside a bus shelter and a round table was established 
to discuss plans for a memorial. Between January 2008 and January 2009 the Memorial of the 
Grey Buses designed by the artists Horst Hoheisel and Andreas Knitz was displayed on the 
site. This touring memorial is in the shape of the vehicles that transported euthanasia victims 
to their deaths and features the inscription µZKHUHDUH\RXWDNLQJXV"¶ A small exhibition on 
National Socialist euthanasia was displayed in DVSDUWRIWKHFDSLWDO¶VWKHPDWLF\HDU
Diversity Destroyed, which recalled the 80th DQQLYHUVDU\RI+LWOHU¶VDSSRLQWPHQWDV
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Chancellor. However, the overall impression of the site is one of general neglect: the wreaths 
laid as part of the 2012 Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration were, for example, left to 
rot for several weeks.39 During a visit to a Berlin school in 2012, Sigrid Falkenstein 
established that neither staff, pupils nor the local TV crew filming a piece on Holocaust 
Memorial Day had even heard of the memorial in the Culture Forum.40 The national 
memorial has heightened the significance of the site, but it has come much later and is on a 
decidedly smaller scale than memorials to other victim groups: the final budget allocated by 
the government was around 610,000 euros, a sum dwarfed by the 27.6 million spent on the 
Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe and less than a third of that spent on the memorial 
to the murdered Sinti and Roma.  
The Berlin senate launched a competition to design the memorial in March 2012. It 
was only open to professional architects and attracted just one entry from outside Germany, 
possibly because the tender was only available in German. The tender outlined the common ± 
and problematic - objective of fusing aesthetics and information, which raises the question of 
what is expected of such a memorial and what can actually be achieved. It stipulated that the 
memorial must emphasise the historical significance of the site and provide information about 
its development, the perpetrators and victims of euthanasia and the implementation of the 
euthanasia programme, as well as pointing to existing initiatives and memorial sites in 
Germany and other countries. In addition, entrants were required WRXVHDµFRQWHPSRUDU\
DUWLVWLFIRUP¶WRSURGXFHDµGLJQLILHGVLWHRIPHPRU\¶41. The fact that the Culture Forum is a 
conservation area posed a further challenge: the tender specified that the design should not 
spoil or disturb the overall spatial impression of the site.42 The Berlin senate shortlisted 28 
designs from 92 entries, including some radical or experimental approaches, for example the 
proposal to remove six of the concrete blocks from the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of 
Europe to symbolise the six euthanasia killing centres, or the second-placed entry, a robot 
that would write µ,ORYH\RX¶RQWKHJURXQG once a day.  
The winning design, announced in November 2012, is by the architect Ursula Willms, 
who also designed the Topography of Terror documentation centre in Berlin, in conjunction 
with the concept artist Nikolaus Kolisius and the landscape architect Heinz W. Hallmann.43 
Inaugurated on 2 September 2014, the memorial consists of a 24 metre long and 2.60 metre 
high blue glass wall set into a dark grey, gently sloping concrete surface over an area 
covering 775 square metres. On one side of the glass is a 40 metre long bench and on the 
other a low concrete wall with an outdoor exhibition produced by a team of historians from 
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the German Research Society, headed by the Institute for History and Medical Ethics at 
Munich¶V Technical University. The exhibition contains eleven sections on the history and 
implementation of National Socialist euthanasia, including information on the T4 
programme, the selection of victims, mass murder in the gas chambers, perpetrators, 
accomplices and those who profited from the crimes, reactions from families and society, the 
euthanasia crimes in the context of the Holocaust and war of annihilation, and confrontation 
with the crimes after 1945. It also touches on the under-researched topic of euthanasia in 
occupied Eastern Europe. The site offers a fully inclusive approach to commemoration with 
full disabled access and text in easy read format. This approach was effectively illustrated at 
the ceremony marking the start of construction in July 2013, which featured a performance 
by Thikwa, a theatre ensemble with disabled and able-bodied performers. 
$FFRUGLQJWR:LOOPV¶VGHVLJQFRQFHSWWKHmemorial is abstract in form, and yet it 
also incorporates consciously symbolic elements.44 The blue glass wall symbolises a link 
between visitors to the memorial and people who died under the National Socialist euthanasia 
SURJUDPPHEXWOLYHRQWKURXJKFRPPHPRUDWLRQµWKH\IDFHXVDUHEHWZHHQXVDPRQg us¶.45 
7KHFRORXUDQGXSZDUGRULHQWDWLRQRIWKHJODVVUHSUHVHQWµa place of hope, where we can 
encounter people who are different and recognise the similarities that we share¶.46 By 
contrast, the dark ground surface stands for the crimes, the  
 
eternal ³QHJDWLYHLPSULQW´ that National Socialist euthanasia has left on the history of 
our society. We stand on this surfaceRQWKLV³KLVWRULFDOOHJDF\´, with the responsibility 
to never let it happen again. This is a place that recalls what happened, that recalls 
exclusion.47  
 
The two elements are effectively fused: when visitors look up from the information panels 
they can see themselves reflected in the glass. For Stefanie Endlich, this serves to emphasise 
the links between past and present.48 However, as with any memorial, it is uncertain whether 
these intended interpretative or reflective elements are understood in the same way by the 
average visitor, most of whom will form an aesthetic judgement independently of the design 
criteria . The fusing of past and present is in any case problematic in associating visitors with 
a history with which they may not be familiar  
The jury praised :LOOPV¶ design for fitting naturally and unobtrusively into the urban 
environment and for providing a clear symbol without false pathos. It maintained that the 
glass wall would encourage visitors to question the links between past and present, victims 
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and perpetrators and the ground and the sky, the latter hinting at religious symbolism.49 This 
µIUDJLOHVSDFH¶, as Willms describes it, is intended to stand out so that people will be 
encouraged to approach it, and it is clearly visible from the adjacent busy road, also at night 
when it is illuminated.50 Endlich describes the glass wall as attractive, even chic, and with a 
visual appeal that provides an effective bridge to the factual information which is integral to 
the site. However, the memorial blends so effectively into the redesigned Culture Forum that 
passers-by may fail to appreciate the symbolism or intention or to draw the associations 
anticipated by the jury. It is interesting that the jury chose this abstract design rather than one 
of the many entries that provided direct representations of the T4 building. BerlLQ¶VFXOWXUH
senator, André Schmitz, UHIHUUHGWRDµZRUOGFODVVPHPRULDO¶that was the final element in the 
ensemble of national memorial sites in Berlin, whilst the government resolution stated that 
the new memorial would µXSJUDGH¶the existing commemorative features in the Culture 
Forum.51 Both opinions suggest an architectural rather than remembrance-driven objective or 
the aim of accommodating rather than accentuating the historical significance of the site as 
part of the architectural regeneration of the Culture Forum. It is notable that the lively public 
discussions on the future of the Culture Forum in 2014 paid no attention to the former T4 
building.52 The official start of construction of the memorial in July 2013 and the 
inauguration itself in September that year received scant attention in the German or 
international media. Reports on the memorial were factual rather than critically engaging 
with the design. This could be explained by an µDHVWKHWLFQHUYRXVQHVV¶WRZDUGVWKHWRSLF or 
the fact that unlike projects such as the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe the 
development of this memorial was not accompanied by a high-profile, international debate or 
lobbying campaign.  
  
Virtual Memorial and Information Place NS-³(XWKDQDVLD´(www.gedenkort-t4.eu) 
Endlich states that the artistic concept behind the national Memorial and Information Point to 
the Victims of National Socialist µEuthanasia¶ Killings serves primarily as a medium to 
present the informative elements of the memorial.53 The size and budget of the memorial 
mean that it can only give an overview of National Socialist euthanasia, although an 
accompanying website and catalogue are currently in production. During the planning stages, 
critics from the left wing, victims groups and other memorial sites deemed the memorial 
superfluous in the saturated commemorative landscape of Berlin and drafted an open letter 
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stating their preference for a dedicated information centre.54 To address the gap in knowledge 
on National Socialist euthanasia, the website www.gedenkort-t4.eu was launched in 
November 2011 as a virtual memorial and information centre and to accompany the 
development of the national memorial: smartphone users can access the website directly from 
the memorial)XQGHGSDUWO\E\WKH(8¶V(XURSHIRU&LWL]HQVSURJUDPPHWKHZHEVLWH
provides an interactive, inclusive and communicative approach to remembrance, inviting 
people of all ages, nationalities and educational abilities to contribute their thoughts and 
research. With content in German, English, Polish and Hungarian, the website has sections on 
the past (the history of the euthanasia killings and biographies of victims), the present 
(ongoing debates on euthanasia and eugenics, current memorial sites, a forum for relatives of 
the victims and interviews) and the future (information on the national memorial). One 
simple but effective feature is the changing sequence of photographs of people with 
disabilities from the National Socialist period, which can be clicked on to access their 
biographies. Along with a regularly updated blog, the site also maintains a lively presence on 
Facebook and Twitter and receives hits from all over the world.  Examples of blog posts 
include information on historical research, a film on euthanasia and a call to boycott a prize 
ceremony for the Australian bio-ethics expert Peter Singer, who has advocated the 
legalisation of euthanasia of newborns with disabilities.55  
This website is a direct expression of the societal commitment to remembrance 
HQFRXUDJHGLQ*HUPDQ\¶V national memorial site concept that was adopted after unification.56 
Its inclusive approach means that remembrance of the victims of National Socialist 
euthanasia is not centred on Berlin or Germany but given international significance. The site, 
for example, enabled virtual attendance at a commemorative ceremony in 2012 and at a 
conference on National Socialist euthanasia in 2013, and it produced a Google map on 
Holocaust Memorial Day in 2015 and 2016 with links to remembrance ceremonies for 
victims of euthanasia and forced sterilisation.57  As a µvirtual memorial¶ this site is constantly 
evolving, thereby echoing the importance attached by James Young to the dialogic nature of 
memorialisation: once a memorial is set in stone this dialogue often ceases.58 
 
³DQGHUVDUWLJJHGHQNHQ´ 
The final example combines aspects of the two approaches mentioned so far and focuses on 
responses to the National Socialist euthanasia programme from young Germans, who are 
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frequently called upon to preserve remembrance of the National Socialist past, despite the 
fact that this is so distant from their own experience. Launched in 2012, the national 
FRPSHWLWLRQµDQGHUVDUWLJJHGHQNHQ¶ZKLFKcan be translated both as µremember differently¶
DQGµremember difference¶, invited German secondary school pupils aged 15-19 to design 
their own memorial for the victims of National Socialist euthanasia. Entrants were asked to 
consider three questions: firstly, how to facilitate remembrance of this topic; secondly, what 
form of remembrance most strikes a chord with young people; and thirdly what type of 
UHPHPEUDQFHLVPRVWVXLWDEOHWRWKHWRSLF7KH\ZHUHHQFRXUDJHGWRGLVSOD\µDQHZ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHWHUP³PHPRULDO´DQGFUHDWHDFRQWHPSRUDU\\RXQJIRUPRIPHPRU\¶
and asked to describe the motivation and thought processes behind their designs.59 
The 159 entries submitted presented a broad spectrum of perspectives on 
remembrance. Overall, they shunned conventional memorial forms, although as Endlich 
points out, many evoked familiar or conventional cultural representations of the Holocaust 
with dark, cube-like structures evocative of gas chambers.60 In addition, they made frequent 
use of multimedia, attempted to demonstrate links between past and present and sought to 
LQGLYLGXDOLVHWKHYLFWLPV7KHZLQQLQJHQWU\µ$JDLQVW)RUJHWWLQJ¶FDPHIURPDVFKRol in the 
western German state of Hessen. It consists of a photo collage of 36 people holding up chalk 
boards, on which they have written the terms that came to mind when asked about euthanasia 
IRUH[DPSOHµYLOHPHGLFDOUHVHDUFK¶µQHFHVVDU\¶µ2SHUDWLRQ7¶µJUXHVRPH¶
µUHVSRQVLELOLW\¶RUµOHWSHRSOHEHSHRSOH¶61 The jury praised the project as presenting a 
communicative, reflective and individualised approach to remembrance. The development of 
the project was as revealing of attitudes to the topic as the terms proposed ± the pupils had 
approached passers-by in their town; some did not want to be photographed or make 
comment, others had never heard of euthanasia.  
7KHVHFRQGSUL]HZDVDZDUGHGWRWKHGHVLJQµ3DUVSDU7RWR¶IURPDVFKRROLQ
Dortmund. It features a mirrored cube, the mirrors representing how the truth about 
euthanasia was camouflaged under National Socialism. The interior features a large jigsaw 
puzzle with photos of people on the pieces. Some of the pieces have been removed and put on 
plinths featuring monitors showing people with disabilities in everyday situations today. This 
design symbolises how the euthanasia victims were simply removed from National Socialist 
society and interweaves this with an effective message about the need to reflect on inclusion 
in contemporary society.  
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7KHWKLUGSUL]HZHQWWRDSOD\HQWLWOHGµ1RWRQO\WKH-HZVZHUHSHUVHFXWHG¶DQG
written by pupils at the same school in Hessen as the prize-winning group. The play deals 
with an epileptic SS officer whose wife wants to report his condition to the authorities. He 
goes into hiding with his daughter and a Jewish family but is discovered and later murdered. 
The play has been designed as a series of clips to be shown on You Tube. This entry in 
particular demonstrates that for young people memorialisation does not have to mean a fixed 
material structure and is perhaps most effective and accessible if shaped by media they are 
familiar with (see also Chapter III.iii on the use of Instagram at Auschwitz). This sentiment 
was demonstrated by one of the other competition entries, which consisted of a flash mob of 
able-bodied and disabled dancers. 
7ZRIXUWKHUHQWULHVUHFHLYHGDVSHFLDOPHQWLRQ7KHILUVWµ5HPHPEUDQFHLQ0DUO¶LVD
good example of active engagement with memory in the local community. Students 
organised a series of activities such as releasing balloons with information cards about 
euthanasia victims, writing an article in a local newspaper and painting an electricity cable 
box as a memorial. The second addresses the European relevance of the history of National 
Socialist euthanasia and the tendency to integrate teaching on the Nazi past with human rights 
HGXFDWLRQ(QWLWOHGµ&URVVRXWHXWKDQDVLD¶LWUHVXOWHGIURPDKXPDQULJKWVSURMHFWUXQin 
conjugation between a school in Lippstadt and one in Latvia. The model shows disabled and 
able-bodied people, with the wire symbolising barriers to the disabled and the string the fact 
that everyone has the same rights. The figures are placed on leaves taken from a memorial 
site in Latvia, which connects past and present. 
Although the impetus for the national memorial to the victims of National Socialist 
euthanasia came from FLWL]HQV¶LQLWLDWLYHVits development essentially took a top-down 
approach with an architect deciding on form and symbolism and a team of academics 
preparing the exhibition. %\FRQWUDVWµDQGHUVDUWLJJHGHQNHQ¶JDYH\RXQJSHRSOHWKHFKDQFH
to shape the memorialisation process themselves and required them to learn about, reflect on 
and engage with the past, thereby provoking a more active response than if they were 
presented with a completed museum or exhibition or taught facts via text books. The 
competition encouraged them not only to present their own interpretations of history but also 
WRFRQVLGHUEURDGHUFRQFHSWVUHODWHGWRWKHSUHVHQWVXFKDVWKHPHDQLQJRIµOLIHXQZRUWK\Rf 
OLIH¶, and to recognise their own possible prejudices.  
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Conclusion 
The original ZHEVLWHRIµDQGHUVDUWLJJHGHQNHQ¶IHDWXUHVthe apt statement from Aleida 
Assmann: µ7KHIXWXUHRIPHPRU\GHSHQGVRQLWVFDSDFLW\WRHYROYH¶.62 The entries to the 
competition demonstrated how younger generations can transform or adapt conventional 
notions of memorialisation.  As evidence of the success and relevance of the project, in 2016 
a new competition, andersartig-gedenken-on-stage, was launched, with entrants to produce an 
original piece of theatre addressing the biography of a euthanasia victim.63 
The relevance and challenge of the commemoration of the victims of National Socialist 
euthanasia lie in the questions it poses regarding attitudes to disability and mental illness, 
conditions that can affect any one of us: according to the Federal Government, 18.1 million 
Germans, or 20 per cent of the population, have some form of physical or mental 
incapacity.64 Remembrance of the victims of euthanasia is bound up with ongoing political, 
cultural and societal issues and choices, for example approaches to inclusion or assisted 
dying. Some critics warn of overzealous links between past and present and yet this aspect of 
National Socialist history necessarily requires critical reflection on both the development of 
the mindset that classed people as µworthy¶ or µunworthy¶ of life, and on RQH¶VRZQpossible 
prejudices or unease with disability and mental illness in the present. Added to this is the 
sobering reminder that perpetrators can come from all walks of society including, as in this 
case, members of a trusted professional elite. 
The national memorial in Berlin is an important acknowledgement of the need to 
include the µforgotten¶ victims of National Socialist euthanasia in Holocaust commemoration. 
During the ceremony marking the start of construction'LOHN.RODW%HUOLQ¶VVHQDWRUIRU 
LQWHJUDWLRQHPSKDVLVHGWKHPHPRULDO¶VUHOHYDQFHLQWKHSUHVHQWZKHQVKHZDUQHGRIWKH
GDQJHUVRIPRGHUQPHGLFLQH¶VDWWHPSWVWRFUHDWHWKHSHUIHFWKXPDQEHLQJ65 At the opening 
ceremony in September 2014, the Federal Commissioner for Culture and the Media, Monika 
Grütters, referred to the ideology of the Nazis in the context of current debates on euthanasia 
and assisted dying, warning that legalising assisted euthanasia would set a dangerous 
precedent. She called for remembrance as a means of learning from the past:  
 
µT4¶ [...] should be an eternal warning >«@against making exceptions to the 
IXQGDPHQWDOGXW\RIWKHVWDWHWRSURWHFWHYHU\LQGLYLGXDO¶Vright to life >«] as much as 
it is understandable to want to release a sick person from their suffering, [assisted 
dying has] intolerable consequences for the humanity of a society. If assisted dying is 
  
18 
permitted, there is the expectation that people will request it in the desire to avoid 
posing a burden to others through their own helplessness. This alters family 
relationships, affects our readiness to show solidarity with the weak and the sick and 
is not without consequences for the system of values and the character of a society!66   
  
Echoing the sentiment in this speech, the then mayor of Berlin, Klaus Wowereit, insisted that 
a VRFLHW\ZDVLWVHOIRQO\µZRUWK\RIOLIH¶LILWGHPRQVWUDWHGcompassion for others.67  
In 2013, the then Federal Commissioner for Culture, Minister Bernd Neumann, 
maintained that the national memorial would be a sign against hatred, ignorance and cold-
heartedness and for tolerance, empathy and respect for life. Likewise, at the opening 
ceremony Grütters maintained that it would teach people to oppose inhumane ideologies that 
exclude certain individuals and inform them of significant contemporary debates.68 It is 
extremely doubtful whether a single, static memorial can achieve all of these aims. It is rather 
the accompanying debate and public engagement through initiatives such as those described 
here that can provide a deeper reflection on National Socialist euthanasia and the value of 
life. In turn, such initiatives have the capacity to shape more inclusive and forward-looking 
methods of commemoration that may have a permanent impact on attempts to foster 
tolerance and inclusion in society. A final example illustrates just how important these 
initiatives are. In 2012 a law was passed to grant compensation to children and young adults 
who had been DEXVHGLQFKLOGUHQ¶VKRPHVLQ*HUPDQ\ in the period 1945-79. By 2014, 120 
million euros had been paid out to the able-bodied victims of abuse. However, the 
approximately 10,000 mentally or physically handicapped victims are yet to receive any 
compensation.69  
 
References 
All web resources accessed on 1/7/15 
Götz Aly, 'LH%HODVWHWHQ³(XWKDQDVLH´-1945. Eine Gesellschaftsgeschichte (Frankfurt 
am Main: Fischer Taschenbuch Verlag, 2013) 
Beauftragte der Bundesregierung für die Belangen behinderter Menschen, 
µ,QNOXVLRQVODQGNDUWH¶(no date), 
https://www.inklusionslandkarte.de/IKL/Content/Fragen/WasIKL/WasIKL_node.html;jsessio
nid=E459562AB41B37E5394B586E1BBBA833.2_cid355 
%HDXIWUDJWHGHU%XQGHVUHJLHUXQJIUGLH%HODQJHQEHKLQGHUWHU0HQVFKHQµ:DVLVW
,QNOXVLRQ"¶(no date), 
http://www.behindertenbeauftragte.de/IKL/Content/Fragen/WasInklusion/WasInklusion.html
;jsessionid=4F93F23E6122CF79E18FAC8C2DCB4A7E.2_cid345 
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
  
19 
H. Behrens and S. Mollerµ³2SDZDUNHLQ1D]L´XQGGLH)ROJHQ¶Gedenkstättenrundbrief  21 
(2004): 18-29 
%HUOLQHU6HQDWµ*HGHQN- und Informationsort fur die Opfer der nationalsozialistischen NS-
"Euthanasie"-Morde: *HVWDOWXQJVZHWWEHZHUE¶ 4 May 2012, http://gestaltungswettbewerb-
gedenkort-t4.de/gestaltungswettbewerb.html 
Der Standard, µ'HXWVFKH+XPDQJHQHWLNHUUlXPHQ³VFKZHUH6FKXOG޵ an Nazi-Euthanasie 
ein¶, 14 July 2008 
Der Standardµ:DUXPKDEHQZLUsie nicht retten können"¶-DQXDU\ 
Deutscher Bundestag, Fortschreibung der Gedenkstättenkonzeption der Bundes. 
Verantwortung wahrnehmen, Aufarbeitung verstärken, Gedenken vertiefen, 16. Wahlperiode, 
Drucksache 16/9875, 19 August 2008 
'HXWVFKHU%XQGHVWDJµGedenkort für die Opfer der NS-³(XWKDQDVLH´-Morde¶Antrag der 
Fraktionen CDU/CSU, SPD, FDP und Bündnis 90/Die Grünen, 17. Wahlperiode, Drucksache 
17/5493, 13 April 2011 
'HXWVFKHU%XQGHVWDJµGedenkort für die Opfer der NS-³(XWKDQDVLH´-0RUGH¶ 
Beschlussempfehlung und Bericht des Ausschusses für Kultur und Medien, 17. Wahlperiode, 
Drucksache 17/7596, 7 November 2011 
DeutscKHU%XQGHVWDJµ.OHLQH$QIUDJH(QWVFKlGLJXQJVOHLVWXQJHQIU³(XWKDQDVLH´-
*HVFKlGLJWH¶17. Wahlperiode, Drucksache 17/8589, 6 February 2012 
S. (QGOLFKµ³9HUJDQJHQKHLWLVW*HJHQZDUW´'HQN]HLFKHQIUGLH2SIHUGHU³(XWKDQDVLH´-
Morde in Pirna-6RQQHQVWHLQ¶Gedenkstättenrundbrief 130 (2006): 25-30 
S. (QGOLFKµ*HGHQN- und Informationsort für die Opfer der Nationalistischen ³(XWKDQDVLH޵-
Morde: Der neue Ort¶, Gedenkstättenforum, 15 January 2015, 
http://www.gedenkstaettenforum.de/nc/aktuelles/einzelansicht/news/gedenk_und_informatio
nsort_fuer_die_opfer_der_nationalistischen_euthanasie_morde/ 
S. (QGOLFKµ(ULQQHUXQJLP6WDGWUDXP¶9LUWXDO0HPRULDODQG,QIRUPDWLRQ3ODFH16-
³(XWKDQDVLD´¶QRGDWHhttp://www.gedenkort-t4.eu/de/zukunft/erinnerungsformen-t4 
evangelisch.de, µ%HUOLQHU6HQDWYHUWHLGLJW3ODQXQJHQ IXU(XWKDQDVLH*HGHQNRUW¶0D\12, 
http://aktuell.evangelisch.de/artikel/1317/berliner-senat-verteidigt-planungen-fuer-
euthanasie-gedenkort?destination=node/1317 
S. )DONHQVWHLQµ=XP*HGHQNHQDQ$QQD/HKQNHULQJ. In Erinnerung an Hunderttausende, die 
ihr Schicksal teilten¶, http://www.sigrid-falkenstein.de/euthanasie/anna.htm 
Sigrid Falkenstein, Rede auf der Gedenkveranstaltung, Aktion T4 Blog, 27 January 2012,  
http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2012/02/01/rede-von-sigrid-falkenstein-auf-der-
gedenkverantaltung/#more-1144 
Frankfurter Rundschau, µ1HXHV'HQNPDOIU2SIHUGHU³(XWKDQDVLH´¶23 November 2012 
Norbert Frei, .DUULHUHQLP=ZLHOLFKW+LWOHU¶V(OLWHQQDFK (Frankfurt am Main: Campus 
Verlag, 2001) 
*HGHQNRUW7µ*HGHQNLQLWLDWLYHXQG$UFKLY.HLQH3DUWQHr in Schleswig-Holstein?¶25 
March 2015, http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2015/03/25/gedenkinitiative-und-archiv-keine-
partner-in-schleswig-holstein/ 
*HGHQNRUW7#WHXµ³GDPDOVDOOHGHU0HLQXQJNHLQ8QUHFKW]XWXQ´'LHWULFK$OOHUV
0DQDJHUGHU$NWLRQ7QDFK¶Ã0D\ 
https://twitter.com/t4eu/status/601399256876974080 
Gedenkstättenforum, µ3OlGR\HUIU$XIZHUWXQJGHV'HQNPDOVIU2SIHUGHU³(XWKDQDVLH޵-
0RUGH¶ October 2011, 
http://www.gedenkstaettenforum.de/nc/aktuelles/einzelansicht/news/plaedoyer_fuer_aufwert
ung_des_denkmals_fuer_opfer_der_euthanasie_morde/ 
Rede von Kulturstaatsministerin Prof. Monika Grütters zur Eröffnung des Gedenk- und 
Informationsortes für die 2SIHUGHUQDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ³(XWKDQDVLH´-Morde, 2 September 
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
  
20 
2014, http://www.stiftung-denkmal.de/denkmaeler/gedenk-und-informationsort-fuer-die-
opfer-der-ns-euthanasie-morde/reden-von-der-uebergabe-am-2-september-2014.html 
H. +DOWHUµ'LH16-Mörder sind noch unter uns NS-Ärzte: von der Euthanasie¶, Der Spiegel, 
20 June 1988 
S. HillHEUHFKWµ'DVVFKZLHULJH(ULQQHUQDQ2Sfer der nationalsozialistischen 
3DWLHQWHQPRUGH¶Gedenkstättenrundbrief 176 (2014): 29-38 
Ute +RIIPDQQµAspekte der gesellschaftlichen Aufarbeitung der NS-³(XWKDQDVLH´¶ in NS-
³(XWKDQDVLH´und Erinnerung. Vergangenheitsaufarbeitung ± Gedenkformen ± 
Betroffenenperspektiven, eds. Stefanie Westermann, Richard Kühl and Tim Ohnhäuser  
(Münster: LIT-Verlag, 2011) 
M. +ROOHUµ'LHWULFK$OOHUV*HVFKDIWVIKUHUGHU³7´=HQWUDOGLHQVWHOOH¶ (no date), 
http://www.gedenkort-t4.eu/de/vergangenheit/allers-dietrich 
H. Jähnerµ(UPRUGHQ3ODW]VFKDIIHQ¶Berliner Zeitung, 7 March 2013 
Ernst Klee, Was sie taten ± was sie wurden: Ärzte, Juristen und andere Beteiligte am 
Kranken- oder Judenmord (Frankfurt am Main: Fischer Taschenbuch Verlag, 2012) 
S. C. Knittelµ16-(XWKDQDVLHLP)HUQVHKILOP³+RORFDXVW´¶Gedenkstättenrundbrief 151 
(2009): 3-10 
Dilek Kolat, Rede zur Veranstaltung anlässlich des Bauauftaktes des Gedenk- und 
,QIRUPDWLRQVRUWVIUGLH2SIHUGHU1DWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ³(XWKDQDVLH޵0RUGH-XO\
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dUU2V0SxNI&hd=1 
A. Ley, µ1HXHU*HGHQNRUWIUHLQH³YHUJHVVHQH´2SIHUJUXSSH¶Gedenkstättenrundbrief 168 
(2012): 16-22 
D. 0LWFKHOOµDecentralized Locations, Digital Humanities¶$NWLRQ7%ORJ0DUFK
http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2015/03/18/decentralized-locations-digital-humanities/ 
µPRPD-Reporter: Keine Entschädigung für behinderte Heimkinder?¶, ARD Fernsehen, 22 
May 2015, http://www.daserste.de/information/politik-
weltgeschehen/morgenmagazin/reportagen/moma-reporter-keine-entschaedigung-fuer-
behinderte-heimkinder100.html 
A. Müller-/LVVQHUµ$OVbU]WHPRUGHWHQ¶Der Tagesspiegel, 3 September 2012 
Rede des Staatsministers für Kultur und Medien, Bernd Neumann, MdB, anlässlich des 
Baubeginns für den Gedenk- und Informationsort für die Opfer der nationalsozialistischen 
³(XWKDQDVLH޵-Morde am Ort der Planungszentrale Tiergartenstraße 4 in Berlin (T4-Denkmal), 
8 July 2013, http://www.stiftung-
denkmal.de/fileadmin/user_upload/projekte/oeffentlichkeitsarbeit/pdf/13-07-
08_T_4_Baubeginn_Rede_Neumann.pdf 
Nordkurier, µ*XWVSDUN$OW-Rehse: Milllionengeschacher um frühere Nazi-+RFKEXUJ¶
December 2012 
Nordkurier, µ'DV=HUUHQXPGHQ*XWVSDUNJHKWZHLWHU¶, 10 August 2014 
T. Öchsner, µEhemalige Heimkinder warten auf ihr Geld¶, Süddeutsche Zeitung, 3 February 
2015 
R. Parzerµ*HGHQNVSXUHQ¶9LUWXDO0HPRULDODQG,QIRUPDWLRQ3ODFH16³(XWKDQDVLD´
April 2012, http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2012/04/26/gedenk-spuren/ 
R. Parzerµ1RFKHLQPDO7LHUJDUWHQVWUDHLQ%HUOLQ¶$NWLRQ7Blog, 4 May 2012, 
http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2012/05/04/noch-einmal-tiergartenstrase-in-berlin/ 
R. 3DU]HUµWettbewerb zum Denkmal an der Tiergartenstraße 4: Die Auslobung ist online¶
Aktion T4 Blog, 15 November 2012, http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2012/11/15/auslobung/ 
R. 3DU]HUµAppell: Ein würdiges Gedenken an die Kinder -(?(XWKDQDVLH´LQ:DOGQLHO¶$NWLRQ
T4 Blog, 10 December 2012, http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2012/12/10/appell-ein-wurdiges-
gedenken-an-die-kinder-euthanasie/ 
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Formatted: German (Germany)
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
  
21 
R. 3DU]HUµOffene Landkarte des Gedenkens an NS-(?(XWKDQDVLH´DP¶*HGHQNRUW
T4 Blog, 27 January 2015, http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2015/01/21/offene-landkarte-des-
gedenkens-an-ns-euthanasie-am-27-1-2015/ 
R. 3DU]HUµ*HGHQNLQLWLDWLYHXQG$Uchiv: Keine Partner in Schleswig-+ROVWHLQ"¶$NWLRQ7
Blog, 25 March 2014, http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2015/03/25/gedenkinitiative-und-archiv-
keine-partner-in-schleswig-holstein/ 
Caroline Pearce, Contemporary Germany and the Nazi Legacy (Palgrave Macmillan: 
Basingstoke, 2007) 
S. Przibillaµ³$QGHUV$57LJJHGHQNHQ´DXVGHU6LFKWGHU3URIHVVRULQ¶LQWHUYLHZinclusio 
medien, 31 January 2013, http://inclusio-medien.de/interview-mit-frau-prof-dr-stefanie-
endlich-zum-bundesweiten-ideenwettbewerb-andersartig-gedenken/ 
6HQDWVNDQ]OHLIXUNXOWXUHOOH$QJHOHQKHLWHQµ*HVWDOWXQJVZHWWEHZHUEIür Gedenk- und 
,QIRUPDWLRQVRUWHQWVFKLHGHQ¶3UHVVHPLWWHLOXQJ1RYHPEHU12, 
http://www.berlin.de/sen/kultur/presse/archiv/20121123.1600.378749.html 
Der Spiegel, µ$XV0HQVFKOLFKNHLWW|WHQ"6SLHJHO*HVSUlFKPLW3URIHVVRU'U:HUQHU&DWHO
EHU.LQGHU(XWKDQDVLH¶)HEUXDU\ 
M. 7RPLFµ(?Ich wäre so gern heimgekommen´¶, Deutschlandradio Kultur, 16 December 
2014, http://www.deutschlandradiokultur.de/ns-euthanasie-im-saarland-ich-waere-so-gern-
heimgekommen.1001.de.html?dram:article_id=306362 
8QLWHG6WDWHV+RORFDXVW0HPRULDO0XVHXPµ7KH'RFWRUV7ULDO7KH0HGLFDO&DVHRIWKe 
6XEVHTXHQW1XUHPEHUJ3URFHHGLQJV¶ (no date), 
http://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-features/special-focus/doctors-trial 
69RVVµ:HOOQHVVXQG:LHGHUJXWPDFKXQJDie Geschichte des Lehnsgutes Alt-RHKVH¶
Deutschlandradio Kultur, 12 October 2007 
S. WestermannµNach der NS-³(XWKDQDVLH´Der Umgang mit der NS-³(XWKDQDVLH´LQder 
%XQGHVUHSXEOLN'HXWVFKODQG¶ (no date), Virtual Memorial and Information Place NS 
³(XWKDQDVLD´http://gedenkort-t4.eu/de-sg/gegenwart/aktion-t4 
Stiftung Denkmal für die HUPRUGHWHQ-XGHQ(XURSDVµGedenk- und Informationsort für die 
2SIHUGHUQDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ³(XWKDQDVLH޵-Morde¶ (no date), http://ww.stiftung-
denkmal.de/denkmaeler/gedenk-und-informationsort-fuer-die-opfer-der-ns-euthanasie-
morde.html 
TouristService PLUQDµ(QWGHFNHQ6LHGHQ6RQQHQVWHLQVHOEVW¶QRGDWH
http://www.pirna.de/Sonnenstein_-_selbst_entdecken.4761/ 
0DUWLQ:DQJKµ7KH:RUNLQJ-Through of the Nazi Experience in the German psychoanalytical 
FRPPXQLW\$YLHZIURPDFORVHGLVWDQFH¶LQThe Trauma of the Past. Remembering and Working 
Through (Lecture series organised by the Goethe-Institut, London, in January 1993), eds. Joyce Crick 
and Hella Ehlers,  (London: Goethe-Institut, 1994). 
A. :LGPDQQµ'DV6FKZHLJHQGHU:LVVHQVFKDIW¶Frankfurter Rundschau, 27 January 2015 
Ursula Willms (interview with), Virtual Memorial and InformatLRQ3ODFH16³(XWKDQDVLD´
December 2013, http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/2012/12/07/interview-mit-ursula-wilms 
Rede des Regierenden Bürgermeisters von Berlin, Klaus Wowereit, zur Einweihung des 
Gedenk- und Informationsortes für die Opfer der nationalsozialistischen Euthanasie-Morde in 
der Tiergartenstraße 4, 2 September 2014, http://www.stiftung-
denkmal.de/denkmaeler/gedenk-und-informationsort-fuer-die-opfer-der-ns-euthanasie-
morde/reden-von-der-uebergabe-am-2-september-2014.html 
James Young, The Texture of Memory, Holocaust Memorials and Meaning (New Haven, CT 
and London: Yale University Press, 1993) 
 
Websites 
µandersartig gedenken¶ http://www.andersartig-gedenken.de 
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
Field Code Changed
  
22 
Details of the 2013 competition µDQGHUVDUWLJJHGHQNHQ¶ http://www.gedenkort-
t4.eu/de/zukunft/andersartig-gedenken 
Entries to the 2013 FRPSHWLWLRQµDQGHUVDUWLJJHGHQNHQ¶http://www.gedenkort-
t4.eu/en/node/1500#einsendungen 
andersartig-gedenken-on-stage (2016 competition), http://www.andersartig-gedenken.de 
Gedenkort T4 Blog, http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/ 
Memorial and Information Point for the Victims of National Socialist »Euthanasia« Killings, 
http://ww.stiftung-denkmal.de/denkmaeler/gedenk-und-informationsort-fuer-die-opfer-der-
ns-euthanasie-morde.html 
µ9HUJDQJHQKHLWLVW*HJHQZDUW¶ 
http://www.denkzeichen.de/content/konzept/index.php?&flash=0 
9LUWXDO0HPRULDODQG,QIRUPDWLRQ3ODFH16³(XWKDQDVLD´http://www.gedenkort-t4.eu 
Totgeschwiegen 1933-1945, http://www.totgeschwiegen.org 
 
 
Notes 
                                                          
1
 ,QWKHHVVD\µ([WHUPLQDWLRQRIOLIHQRWZRUWKOLYLQJ¶+LWOHU¶VGRFWRU7KHR0RUHOOHVWLPDWHGWKDWWKH
HOLPLQDWLRQRIµLGLRWV¶ZRXOGHTXDWHWRDQRYHUDOOVDYLQJRIPLOOLRQ5HLFKVPDUNVSHU\HDU See Jähner, 
µ(UPRUGHQ3ODW]VFKDIIHQ¶ 
2
 Rede von Kulturstaatsministerin Prof. Monika Grütters zur Eröffnung des Gedenk- und Informationsortes für 
GLH2SIHUGHUQDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ³(XWKDQDVLH´-Morde. 
3
 See Aly, Die Belasteten7RPLFµ(?,FKZlUHVRJHUQKHLPJHNRPPHQ´¶ 
4
 Aly, Die Belasteten, 76. 
5
 8QLWHG6WDWHV+RORFDXVW0HPRULDO0XVHXPµ7KH'RFWRUV7ULDO¶ 
6
 :HVWHUPDQQµ'HU8PJDQJPLWGHU16-³(XWKDQDVLH´LQGHU%XQGHVUHSXEOLN'HXWVFKODQG¶ 
7
 7RPLFµ(?,FKZlUHVRJHUQKHLPJHNRPPHQ´¶ 
8
 On the post-war careers of those in the medical profession see, for example, Frei, Karrieren im Zwielicht; 
Klee, Was sie taten ± was sie wurden; DQG+DOWHUµ'LH16-Mörder sind noch unter uns NS-bU]WH¶ 
9
 7RPLFµ,FKZlUHVRJHUQKHLPJHNRPPHQ¶ 
10
 +LOOHEUHFKWµ'DVVFKZLHULJH(ULQQHUQDQ2SIHUGHUQDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ3DWLHQWHQPRUGH¶ 
11
 µ$XV0HQVFKOLFKNHLWW|WHQ"6SLHJHO*HVSUlFKPLW3URIHVVRU'U:HUQHU&DWHOEHU.LQGHU(XWKDQDVLH¶ 
12
 See Aly, Die Belasteten, 124-26. 
13
 See Der Standard, µDeutsche Humangenetiker räumen ³schwere Schuld´ an Nazi-Euthanasie ein¶ and Der 
Standardµ:DUXPKDEHQZLUsie nicht retten können"¶ 
14
 :LGPDQQµ'DV6FKZHLJHQGHU:LVVHQVFKDIW¶ 
15
 Aly, Die Belasteten, 15.  
16
 6HHµ.OHLQH$QIUDJH(QWVFKlGLJXQJVOHLVWXQJHQIU³(XWKDQDVLH´-*HVFKlGLJWH¶. 
17
 6HH :HVWHUPDQQ µ'HU8PJDQJ PLW GHU16-³(XWKDQDVLH´ LQGHU%XQGHVUHSXEOLN 'HXWVFKODQG¶ DQG µ.OHLQH
Anfrage: (QWVFKlGLJXQJVOHLVWXQJHQIU³(XWKDQDVLH´-*HVFKlGLJWH¶ 
18
 %HKUHQVDQG0ROOHUµ³2SDZDUNHLQ1D]L´XQGGLH)ROJHQ¶-29. 
19
 6LJULG)DONHQVWHLQµ=XP*HGHQNHQDQ$QQD/HKQNHULQJ¶Adelheid Müller-/LVVQHUµ$OVbU]WHPRUGHWHQ¶ 
20
 See Aly, Die Belasteten, 28-33. 
21
 µ:DUXPKDEHQZLUVLHQLFKWUHWWHQN|QQHQ"¶ 
22
 :DQJKµ7KH:RUNLQJ-7KURXJKRIWKH1D]L([SHULHQFH¶51. On the way that guilt, trauma and repression 
have been passed from one generation to the next see, for example, Pearce, Contemporary Germany and the 
Nazi Legacy. 
23
 6HH+ROOHUµ'LHWULFK$OOHUV*HVFKDIWVIKUHUGHU³7´=HQWUDOGLHQVWHOOH¶DQG*HGHQNRUW7@t4eu), 
µ³GDPDOVDOOHGHU0HLQXQJNHLQ8QUHFKW]XWXQ´ 
24
 +RIIPDQQ µAspekte der gesellschaftlichen Aufarbeitung der NS-³(XWKDQDVLH´¶cited in Westermann, Kühl 
and Ohnhäuser, NS-³(XWKDQDVLH´und Erinnerung, 68. 
25
 &LWHGLQ.QLWWHOµ16-(XWKDQDVLHLP)HUQVHKILOP³+RORFDXVW´¶ 
26
 See Aly, Die Belasteten, 10-14. One recent exception to the restriction on giving the full names of euthanasia 
victims is at the memorial site in the former euthanasia killing centre in Brandenburg/Havel, which opened in 
Formatted: English (United Kingdom)
  
23 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
2012. This memorial site contains a memorial book with the full names of over 8,000 euthanasia victims, 
although the information can only be accessed at the memorial site. 6HH/H\µ1HXHU*HGHQNRUWIUHLQH
³YHUJHVVHQH´2SIHUJUXSSH¶ 
27
 See, for example, Beauftragte der Bundesregierung für die Belangen behinderter 0HQVFKHQµ:DVLVW
,QNOXVLRQ"¶DQGµ,QNOXVLRQVODQGNDUWH¶ 
28
 +LOOHEUHFKWµ'DVVFKZLHULJH(ULQQHUQDQ2SIHUGHUQDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ3DWLHQWHQPRUGH¶ 
29
 3DU]HUµ*HGHQNLQLWLDWLYHXQG$UFKLY.HLQH3DUWQHULQ6FKOHVZLJ-+ROVWHLQ"¶ 
30
 +LOOHEUHFKWµ'DVVFKZLHULJH(ULQQHUQDQ2SIHUGHUQDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ3DWLHQWHQPRUGH¶ 
31
 For further information, see http://www.totgeschwiegen.org. 
32 0LWFKHOOµDecentralized Locations, Digital Humanities¶ 
33 +LOOHEUHFKWµ'DVVFKZLHULJH(ULQQHUQDQ2SIHUGHUQDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ3DWLHQWHQPRUGH¶ 
34
 6HHIRUH[DPSOH3DU]HUµAppell: Ein würdiges Gedenken an die Kinder ±(?(XWKDQDVLH´LQ:DOGQLHO¶ 
35
 See for example,  NordkXULHUµ*XWVSDUN$OW-Rehse: Milllionengeschacher um frühere Nazi-+RFKEXUJ¶DQG
µ'DV=HUUHQXPGHQ*XWVSDUNJHKWZHLWHU¶ and S. VRVVµ:HOOQHVVXQG:LHGHUJXWPDFKXQJ¶ 
36
 )RUGHWDLOVRIWKHKLVWRU\RI3LUQD6RQQHQVWHLQDQGWKHWRZQ¶VPHPRULDOFRQFHSWVHH(QGOLFK
µ³9HUJDQJHQKHLWLVW*HJHQZDUW´¶ 
37
 6HH7RXULVW6HUYLFH3LUQDµ(QWGHFNHQ6LHGHQ6RQQHQVWHLQVHOEVW¶DQGµ9HUJDQJHQKHLWLVW*HJHQZDUW¶ 
38
 6HH 'HXWVFKHU %XQGHVWDJ µGedenkort für die Opfer der NS-³(XWKDQDVLH޵-0RUGH¶ 
Beschlussempfehlung und Bericht¶ DQG'HXWVFKHU%XQGHVWDJ µGedenkort für die Opfer der NS-"Euthanasie"-
Morde¶ Antrag der Fraktionen. For information on the tender and design competition, see Berliner Senat, 
µ*HVWDOWXQJVZHWWEHZHUE¶2QWKHKLVWRU\RIWKHVLWHDQGWKHPHPRULDOVHH(QGOLFKµ(ULQQHUXQJLP6WDGWUDXP¶ 
39
 6HH3DU]HUµ1RFKHLQPDO7LHUJDUWHQVWUDHLQ%HUOLQ¶DQG3DU]HUµ*HGHQNVSXUHQ¶ 
40
 Rede von Sigrid Falkenstein auf der Gedenkveranstaltung. 
41
 %HUOLQHU6HQDWµ*HVWDOWXQJVZHWWEHZHUE¶ 
42
 6HH3DU]HUµ:HWWEHZHUE]XP'HQNPDOLQGHU7LHUJDUWHQVWUDH¶ 
43
 For information on the design and inauguration of the memorial, see Stiftung Denkmal für die ermordeten 
Juden EuropaV µGedenk- XQG ,QIRUPDWLRQVRUW IU GLH 2SIHU GHU QDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ ³(XWKDQDVLH޵-Morde¶ 
DQG(QGOLFKµ*HGHQN- und Informationsort für die Opfer der Nationalistischen ³(XWKDQDVLH޵-Morde¶.  
44
 See (QGOLFKµ*HGHQN- und Informationsort für die Opfer der Nationalistischen ³(XWKDQDVLH޵-Morde¶. 
45
 Ibid. 
46
 Ibid. 
47
 Ibid. 
48
 Ibid. 
49
 6HQDWVNDQ]OHLIXUNXOWXUHOOH$QJHOHQKHLWHQµ*HVWDOWXQJVZHWWEHZHUEHQWVFKLHGHQ¶ 
50
 Cited in (QGOLFKµ*HGHQN- und Informationsort für die Opfer der Nationalistischen ³(XWKDQDVLH޵-Morde¶
also Ursula Willms (interview with). 
51
 6HH HYDQJHOLVFKGH µ%HUOLQHU 6HQDW YHUWHLGLJW 3ODQXQJHQ IXU (XWKDQDVLH *HGHQNRUW¶ DQG 'HXWVFKHU
%XQGHVWDJ µGedenkort für die Opfer der NS-³(XWKDQDVLH޵-0RUGH¶ 
Beschlussempfehlung und Bericht¶ 
52
 (QGOLFKµ*HGHQN- und Informationsort für die Opfer der Nationalistischen ³(XWKDQDVLH޵-Morde¶. 
53
 Ibid. 
54
 See Gedenkstättenforum µ3OlGR\HU IU $XIZHUWXQJ GHV 'HQNPDOV IU 2SIHU GHU (XWKDQDVLH-0RUGH¶ DQG
Frankfurter Rundschau, µ1HXHV'HQNPDOIU2SIHUGHU³(XWKDQDVLH´ ¶. 
55
 The blog is accessible at http://blog.gedenkort-t4.eu/. 
56
 See Deutscher Bundestag, Fortschreibung der Gedenkstättenkonzeption der Bundes. The memorial site 
concept acknowledged the importance and challenge of adequately remembering the victims of both Nazism 
and Communism in the post-unification period. This involved the redevelopment of memorial sites in the GDR, 
which had been used to legitimise the anti-fascist ideology of the state, and the establishment of new memorials 
at historic sites in the former east, including the euthanasia killing centre at Pirna Sonnenstein. The concept 
emphasised the importance of German memorial sites for preserving remembrance and pointed out their 
European and international significance. 
57
 See Parzer, µOffene Landkarte des Gedenkens an NS-(?(XWKDQDVLH´ DP¶ 
58
 See Young, The Texture of Memory, ix-xi. 
59
 The content of the original website (http://www.andersartig-gedenken.de) has since been replaced with details 
of a new competition, running in 2016. Information on the 2013 competition can be accessed at 
http://www.gedenkort-t4.eu/de/zukunft/andersartig-gedenken.  
60
 6HH3U]LELOODµ³$QGHUV$57LJJHGHQNHQ´DXVGHU6LFKWGHU3URIHVVRULQ¶ 
61
 Images and descriptions of this and 19 other entries can be viewed at http://www.gedenkort-
t4.eu/en/node/1500#einsendungen. 
  
24 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
62
 http://www.andersartig-gedenken.de 
63
 http://www.andersartig-gedenken.de 
64
 %HDXIWUDJWHGHU%XQGHVUHJLHUXQJIUGLH%HODQJHQEHKLQGHUWHU0HQVFKHQµ:DVLVW,QNOXVLRQ"¶  
65
 Rede der Berliner Senatorin Kolat zur Veranstaltung anlässlich des Bauauftaktes des Gedenk- und 
Informationsorts für die Opfer der Nationalistischen "Euthanasie" Morde. 
66
 Rede von Kulturstaatsministerin Prof. Monika Grütters zur Eröffnung des Gedenk- und Informationsortes für 
GLH2SIHUGHUQDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ³(XWKDQDVLH´-Morde. 
67
 Rede des Regierenden Bürgermeisters von Berlin, Klaus Wowereit, zur Einweihung des Gedenk- und 
Informationsortes für die Opfer der nationalsozialistischen Euthanasie-Morde in der Tiergartenstraße 4. 
68
 Rede des Staatsministers für Kultur und Medien anlässlich des Baubeginns für den Gedenk- und 
Informationsort für die Opfer der nationaOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ³(XWKDQDVLH޵-Morde; Rede von Kulturstaatsministerin 
Prof. Monika Grütters zur Eröffnung des Gedenk- und Informationsortes für die Opfer der 
QDWLRQDOVR]LDOLVWLVFKHQ³(XWKDQDVLH´-Morde. 
69
 µmoma-Reporter: Keine Entschädigung für behinderte HeLPNLQGHU"¶gFKVQHUµEhemalige Heimkinder 
warten auf ihr Geld¶. 
